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Turner raises

fresh concerns
over verification

IF-PRESIDENT Carter wonders at
mounting public apprehension about a
new strategic arms-limitation treaty
(S_‘AL'I' 1I) with the Soviet Union, he

would do well to ponder the startlingly

conflicting information the nation'is
hkely to use to form its attlt;udes

Take as only one example the role of'
U_ 3. intelligence-gathering bases in -

Northern Iran.

- These bases, constructed at immense
cost to American taxpayers, were only
600 miles from the Soviet Union’s princi-

pal mlssue test range, and the sophisti- -

cated equipment with which they were

ocutfitted gave U.S. strategic planners the

best avallable data on the scope and na-

ture of Soviet missilery. '
T :

-The downfall of the Shah of Iran and
the creation of an Islamic republic in his
place deprived the United States of ac-
cess to those bases. They may also have
put the equlpment 1tse1f in hostxle
hands ' \ :

At. hlS January 17 news conference,‘

the President dismissed the loss of those
mtelhgence-gatherina",»i_nstallaf;ions S0

lightly that many Americans must have
‘wondered why the United States went to-
the-trouble and expense of establishing

and maintalnina them o

C o

" 4] can assure the pubhc and the Con-
gress » Mr. Carter said, “that no matter

‘what happens to the specific intelligence

sotirces in Iran, we can adequately com-

.pensate for their change and provide

adequate verification for compliance by

-of otherlawmahers o .;.;».

‘ (A O T Wi T Aclia,

the Soviet Union with SALT agree-

ments.” '

1

Last week, however, an alto"et”ler de-
ferent story has come fo light: Adm.
Stansfield Turner, director of the Cen-

_tral Intelligence Agency, itas told the

Senate Intelligence Committee that it
will take five years for the United States
to restore the intelligence capability lost
with the shah’s downfall. In five years,
the SALT I treaty would have expxred

Sensmg the 1mpact; of Admlral Turn-
er’s admission, Secretary of Defense
Harold Brown rushed to the fore with an

" estimate midway between the Presl-
“dent’s and the CIA’ . ' S

Admiral Turner’s assertxon is, of
course, of prime concern to Ohio’s Sen.
John H. Glenn Jr. (D), who has argued
all along that an adequate verification
framework is indispensable to his sup-
portof a new SALT aceord

Senator Glenn has gone S0 far as to
advise the White House that the United !
States must replace the Iranian capabil-
ity before a SALT treaty is even submit-
ted to the Senate for ratification. If it is
not, Senator Glenn seems to be implying,
he will oppose ratification. And so, from
all indications, will a mgmfzcant. number

-.,;_'&'_ ,
Mr Carter hlmself has called ade~
quate verification procedures akeytoa

-workable SALT treaty. But the adminis-

fration itself has muddied the waters on
how far away adequa.f.e vermcation
actuallyls A R ".'

. One is tempted to suspect tnat Mr.
Carter» is so keen upon a SALT IT as a
capstone to his career as the -universal
peacemaker that he is Wlllmg to delude
even hlmself i

For an admmxstration commxtted to
openness and candor, the performance
is, to be charitable, baffling. ;
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